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Water or Land? 
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Think about the bodies of water that you’ve seen in your communities. If you’re in Arkansas, you might be picturing lakes, rivers, or streams. Often in land-locked states, we don’t realize that 71% of the Earth is covered in water. 96.5% of all Earth’s water is held in our oceans. We can use an Earth ball to demonstrate that there is more water than land on our planet. 

Materials Needed:
1.) Inflatable Earth Ball or globe that can be tossed in the air.
2.) T-Chart materials (Expo board and marker, anchor chart paper/markers, etc.)

Instructions: 
1.) Stand up and create a circle of people in the room, all facing inward. 
2.) Have an adult or dedicated participant to be a tally-keeper. They will create a T-chart with one side being “Land” and one side being “Water”.
3.) Have an Earth Ball inflated or light weight globe ready. 
4.) Participants take turns throwing the Earth Ball to someone else in the circle. When they catch it, they will look at their right thumb. 
5.) They will say out loud whether their right thumb landed on land or water. They’ll also try to locate where on Earth their right thumb landed. For example: (“Land. My right thumb looks to have landed in France.”)
6.)  The tally keeper will record their answer in the T-Chart. 
7.) Keep throwing the ball until everyone in the circle has had a chance to catch the ball, give their answer, and throw it to someone else. 
8.) When everyone has participated, discuss the number of tallies in each category of the T-Chart. 

Questions to Consider:
-Was there more land or water? 
-What percentage of tallies were land? What percentage of tallies were water? 
-If your thumb was on water, was it an ocean, lake, river, etc.?
-What’s the difference between fresh water and saltwater?
-Is saltwater drinkable?
-As a 4-H’er in Arkansas, you are likely used to seeing only land and fresh water sources. Where is the closest ocean to where you live?
-Did this activity make you think about the landscape of our planet? Did the findings challenge your thinking from before you participated in this activity?

Related Project Areas:
-Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries
-Environmental
-Citizenship (if connected to environmental conservation)
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