
Principal/Advisor and School Address 

Due in Office by 

Delegate’s Name 

Principal/Advisor’s Full Name 
(Example: Mr. John James) 

Principal/Advisor’s Title 
(Example: Principal, Dean, etc.) 

School Mailing Address: 

Email Address: 



Date 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Please excuse 4-Her’s Name from class on date and date. They will be representing 
Arkansas 4-H at place. This event name begins day and time at the place. Purpose of the 
Event. 
Example: While at this conference, our teen delegation will be learning about current 
issues our Nation faces firsthand from speakers such as the current Surgeon General. The 
teens will then bring back a plan on how to implement change in their respective 
communities. We appreciate your consideration in allowing these teen leaders the 
opportunity to attend this conference. 

I’m enclosing a copy of Act 448 of 2023 for your records. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at phone number or email address. 

Sincerely, 
Signature 

Name and title 

University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture’s Cooperative Extension 

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 15.3, the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers 
all its Extension and Research programs and 
services (including employment) without regard 
to race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, 
disability, marital or veteran status, genetic 
information, sexual preference, pregnancy or 
any other legally protected status, and is an 
equal opportunity institution.



4-H and FFA Members to Receive Excused Absences from School 

Act 448 of 2023 

"An act to clarify the requirement that public school districts grant excused absences to students who participate in 4-h activities or 

programs; and for other purposes " 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-220(b), concerning class absences of students participating in certain activities, is amended to 

read as follows: 

(b) It is the purpose and intent of this section to ensure that class absences of students who are participating in the following programs

are excused to the extent established by public school district boards with the participants in the three (3) programs being treated

equally with respect to such absences.:

(1) National FFA Organization;

(2) The Arkansas Family, Career and Community Leaders of America, Inc.; and

(3)(A) 4-H. 

(B) An absence granted to a student due to the student's participation in a 4-H activity or program shall be determined

according to 4 subsection (d) of this section. 

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-18-220, concerning student absences granted for participation in National FFA Organization, The 

Arkansas Family, Career and Community Leaders of America, Inc., and 4-H programs, is amended to add an additional subsection to 

read as follows: (d)(1) A student who is absent from the school district in which he or she is enrolled shall be granted an excused 

absence by the public school district if the reason for the student's absence is to participate in 4 -H activities or programs that are 

scheduled and approved by a county extension agent, 4-H educator, or other appropriate authority. 

(2) The maximum number of excused absences granted under subdivision (d)(1) of this section shall be established by each

public school district board of directors in the public school district's student attendance policy. 

(3) A 4-H county extension agent, 4-H educator, or other appropriate entity associated with the 4-H activity or program shall 

provide to a public school principal or other designated official upon request documentation as proof of a student's participation in an 

activity or program scheduled and approved by the 4-H program. 

(4) A student who is granted an absence under subdivision (d)(1) of this section shall:

(A) Be given the opportunity to complete any schoolwork that was missed while the student was absent; and

(B) Not have his or her grades adversely affected due to his or her:

(i) Absence from a class due to his or her participation in a  4-H activity or a  program; or

(ii) Participation in a  4-H activity or a  program.

(5) A public school principal or his or her designee shall not grant a  student an excused absence under subdivision (d)(1) of

this section if the student's participation in a 4-H activity or a program occurs during a period of time:

(A) Scheduled by the State Board of Education during which statewide student assessments are administered; or

(B) For which the student has been disciplined, suspended, or expelled, if the terms of the discipline, suspension, or

expulsion would preclude the student from participating in a school-sponsored educational field trip or extracurricular 

activity. 

94th General Assembly 

Regular Session. 2023 

Approved 2/28/23 by Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 15.3, the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all 
its Extension and Research programs and services 
(including employment) without regard to race, 
color, sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, 
marital or veteran status, genetic information, sexual 
preference, pregnancy or any other legally protected 
status, and is an equal opportunity institution.


